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BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TR/\NSPORTATION BOARD 

MINNESOTA NOR'fHERN RAILROAD, ) DOCKET NO. AB-497 
INC " ABANDONMENT ) (SUB-NO. 6X) 
EXEMPTION - IN POLK COUNTY, MN ) 

VERIFIED PETITION FOR EXEMPTION 

EXEiMI'TION SOUGHT 

Pursuam to 49 U S C § l0502(a),49C F R § 1152.60, and 49 C F.R § 1121.1,e/i«/, 

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC. (MNN) hereby petitions for an exemption from 

the requirements of 49 U.S C § 10903 for abandonment of a portion of its Ada Subdivision 

beiwecn Mileposl 66 8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64.0 (end of track) at oi near Beltrami, a 

distance of 2.8 miles m Polk Couniy, MN (the Rail Line). The Rail Line traverses through 

United States Posial Zip Code 56517 in Polk Couniy, MN 

THE SUBJECT RAIL LINE 

MNN acquired rail lines in northwesiein Minnesota from a piedccessorof BNSF Railway 

Company (BNSF) in 1997. Among those mil lines was the Ada Subdivision that extended 

approximately 34 miles beiwecn Crookston. MN and the end of track at Ada, MN (See map 

uliached to this Petition as Appendix I). Shaded in pink in Appendix 1 is a 17-mile segment of 

the Ada Subdivision between Beltrami, MiV and Ada, MN thai was abandoned and removed in 

2007 The 2 8-mile Subject Rati Line at and near Beltrami, MN is shaded in yellow in Appendix 

1 If the proposed abandonment of that Rail Line were to be approved, the Rail Line would be 
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sold to West Ceniial Ag Services (WCAS), to become private industry irack, and MNN would 

continue lo provide common carrier rail service over a 14 2-milc segment of the Ada Subdivision 

between Crookston and Beltrami, MN 

PROPOSED CONVEYANCE OF I ^ I L LINE 
FOR USE AS A PRIVATE INDUSTRY TRACK 

The sole shipper on the Rail Line is WCAS. WCAS ships grain from its elevator located 

at Beliiami WCAS had made impiovemenis to that clevaior thai enable origination of 100-car 

bhutilc tiains of giain. WCAS requires additional private track space in conjunction with 

loading, switching, and staging of lailcars for origination of shullle liains. 

WCAS and MNN have agreed thai iVlNN will seek nuthorily to abandon ihe Rati Line as 

common carrier trackage and, if such abandonment is approved, MNN will convey the Rail Line 

to WCAS for use as private industry track MNN would operate over the private industry iiack 

pursuant lo an Industry Trjck Agreement with WCAS MNN would paritcipatc in intnsportation 

of the shuttle trains between Belliami and Ciooksion, MN. MNN would inlerchangc the shuttle 

inttns to BNSF at Crookston, MN for long haul tail liansporiation. 

Attached to this Petition as Appendix 2 is a letter from an authorized rcpicseniaiive of 

WCAS Slating that WCAS does not oppose the proposed abandonment. 

AN EXEMPTION FROM 49 U.S.C. S 10903 IS WARltANTED 

Abandonment of a rail line requires Board approval under 49 U.S C § 10903 However, 

on petition, the Board is lo exempt a ptoposed abandonment from the icquircmcni of such 

approval if the Board finds under 49 U S C § 10502(a) ihai application of 49 U.S C § 10903 to 

the proposed abandonment is not lequired to cany oui the rail iiansj^orlaiion policy of 49 U.S C 
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§ 10101, and cither that the proposed abandonment is of limited scope, or that application of 49 

U.S.C § 10903 lo the proposed abandonment is not necessary to protect .shippers from abuse of 

market power. 

In regaid to the first standard of 49 U S C § 10502(a), the need for regulation is to be 

tested against the pi'ovision(s) of the rail transponation policy that is (are) implicated by the 

siaiuic from which an exemption is sought. As lo abandonmcni under 49 U.S.C § 10903. the 

lail policy most directly implicated is 49 U S.C § 10101(4) in favor of continuation of a sound 

rail transportation system lo meet the needs of the public and the national defense, fhe issue is 

whether a convenlional abandonment application is required to determine whether the 

abandonment should be approved or whether it is so aj}pareiu that continued operaiion of the line 

is not required for an adequate rail transportation system that abandonment can be authorized by 

exemption without ihc need foi such an application 

There is an established body of case law in resolution of that issue An exemption for 

ubandonment is to be denied where affected shippers contest abandonment and it is not shown 

that the revenues from iheii traffic are clearly marginal compared to ihc cost of opeiaiing the 

involved rail line Caiiley River Railroad, LLC — Aband ct- Discon ofServ. Exempt. — in 

Wehster and Nicholas Counties. WV, 1999 STB LEXIS 345 at • 14 (STB Docket No AB-559 

[Sub-No. 1 Xj, decision served June 16, 1999 ai 5), Central Railroad Co. of Indiana - Aband 

Exempt - in Dearborn, Decatur, Franklin, Ripley and Shelby Counties. IN, 1998 STB LEXIS 

121 at * 10 (STB Dockel No. AB-459 [Sub-No 2XJ, decision served May 4, 1998 at 9-10). 

However, an exemption is appropriate wheie shippers do not oppose abandonmcni, or where it is 

apparent thai the rati earner would operate at a substaniial loss, regardless of wheihei shippers 
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oppose the exemption. Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc --Aband Exempt, —between 

RedlandJct and Fertile, in Polk County. MN. 1997 STB LEXIS 294 at * 25 (STB Dockel No. 

AB-497 [Sub-No. 2X], decision served Nov. 14, 1997 at 11-12) 

In the case at hand, the sole shipper on the Rail Line does not oppose the proposed 

abandonment because il is a necessary step before the Line is conveyed to it as a private industry 

track (Appendix 2) 

In ihai ciicumsiance, it is evident ihui compliance with the abandonmcni applicaiion 

process of 49 U S C § 10903 is not necessary to carry out the iransportaiion policy of 49 U.S.C 

§ 10101(4) in favoi of a sound rail transportation system to meet the needs of the public and the 

national defense In addition, issuance of an exemption in that circumstance would fuiiher the 

rail policies of 49 U.S.C § 10101(3) in favor of promoting safe and effieienl rail transportation; 

49 U.S C. § 10101(5) in favor of fosienng sound economic conditions in transponation; 49 

U.S.C. § 10101(7) in favor ofreducingbarncrs to exit from ihc rail indusiiy; and 49 U.S.C. 

§ 10101(9) in favor of encouraging elllcienl rail management. 

In view of WCAS's non-opposiiion to the proposed abandonment, it is cvidenl that 

application of 49 U S C § 10903 lo the proposed abandonmcni is not necessary to protect 

shippers from an abuse of maikei power. 

In light of the absence of abuse of maikei power, ihc Board need not detemiinc whether 

the proposed abandonment is of limited scope Nevcrihelcss, il is clear that the proposed 

abandonment of only 2 8 miles of rail line is of limited scope especially wheie, as here, the Rail 

Line would be conveyed to a shipper for continued operaiion as a piivatc industry track. 

-5-





Inasmuch as the evidence warrants the findings rcquircd by 49 U.S C § 10502(a), the 

Board should gram the proposed exemption 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC CONSIDERATIONS 

A drafi Environmental and Historic Report is allached to this Peiiiion as Appendix 3. 

The Report fonns the basis for a finding that the proposed abandonmcni would not have a 

significant adverse effect on the quality of the human environment nor on ihc prescr\'aiion of 

historic resources. Comments of agencies on whom the Report was served are attached to this 

Petition as Appendix 3-A. 

EMPLOYEE PROTECTION 

'fhe Board should impose the employee protective conditions in Oregon Shoit Line R 

Co. -Abandonment - Goshen, 360 I C C 91 (1979), as a condition to approval of the proposed 

abandonment 

FEDERALLY-GRANTED RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Il appears thai the Rail Line contains federally-granted nght-of-way. Details would be 

provided on request. 

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE 

'fhe draft Federal Register noiicc is allached lo this Peiiiion ns Appendix 4 

NEWSPAPER NOTICE 

A copy uf a notice published in a newspaper of geneial circulation in Polk County, 

Minnesota is attached as Appendix 5 
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VERIFICATION 

Auached to this Petition as Appendix 6 is a verification of Mr. Lee Lautl in behalf of 

MNN. 

CONCLUSION AND REQUESTED RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the Board should grant an exemption for abandonment of a portion of 

MNN's Ada Subdivision beiwecn Milepost 66.8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64 0 (end of 

track) at or neai Beluami, u distance of 2.8 miles in Polk Couniy, Minnesota. 

Respectfully submitted. 

DATE FILED October 18,2013 

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD. INC 
P.O. Box 705 
Crookston, MN 56716 

Petuioner 

THOMAS F McFARLAND 
THOMAS F McFARLAND, P C 
208 South LaSallc Sti-ect, Suite 1890 
Chicago, IL 60604-1112 
(312)236-0204 (office) 
(312)201-9695 (fax) 
mcfarland@aol com 

Attorney for Petitioner 
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APPENDIX 1 
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(Letter of support from WCAS) 



Iflt 
www. westcentrBlag.com 

September 27,2013 

Ms Cynihia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Tianspoiiaiion Board 
395 E Street SW, Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20024 

Ri»: AB-497 (Suh-No. 6X). Minue.sota Northern Railroads Inc. -Ahamhnment E.xe.mpiion 
in Polk County. M N 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

West Central Ag Services understands thai Minnesota Nonhcm Railroad, Inc. will be filing a 
Peiiiion of Exemption with the Surface Transponalion Board which would authorize 
abandonment of the rail line that piovidcs rail service to ihc grain and agronomy facilities of 
West Central Ag Services at Beltrami. Minnesota West Central Ag Sei vices is not opposed to 
the proposed abandonment as Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. has agreed the rail line will 
remain in place afler abandonment as private indiLStry track owned by Wesi Central Ag Services. 

If you have any questions and/or concerns please feel free to contact mc at ihc address or phone 
number listed below 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jesse McCollum. CEO 
West Central Ag Services 

RO. Box 368 ' Wen, MN 56585 ' 218-596-8827 / Fax 218-596-8515 

http://westcentrBlag.com
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LAW OFI- ICE 

THOMAS E MCFARLAND, PC. 
2U8 S O U T H L A S A L L E STREET - SUITE 1890 

C H I C A G O . I L L I N O I S 6 0 6 0 4 - 1 1 1 2 

TiZLiZPHONE ( 3 1 2 ) 2 3 6 - 0 2 0 4 

T H O M A S F M C F A K L A N D 

NntiirnI Kvcoiirces Conscrv:ition Service 
Natuml Resources Conservation Service 
375 Jackson Street, Room 600 
St Paul, MN 55101-1854 

iMinnesoiii Hi&toric:il PrcscrMilion Office: 
Minnesota Historical Society 
3'15 Kellogg Blvd West 
St Paul, MN 55102-1906 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 
U S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Region 3 
One FcdcRil Drive 
BMW Federal Buildmg 
Fort Snelling 
Twin Cities, MN 55111 

Mmiicsotii Si:iic Clcnrinultousc. 
c/o Minnesota Department of Administration 
200 Administration Buildmg 
50 Sherburne Avenue 
Si Paul,MNSS15S 

•Miiiiit:«ot» Polliiiiuii Ci>iitriil Atiuiicv: 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lrfayette Road 
St Pmil,MNSSISS-^-19'l 

iMniMCsotn Dcnnrtnicnl orTr:invnnri:iiiun 
Minnesota Department ofTinnsponaiion 
Transportation Building 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
St Paul.MN5S15S 

FAX (312)201-9695 
mcfarland@aol.com 

Augusi6, 2013 

U.S. A I niv Corns uf iSni>incer& 
US Aimy Corps of lEngineers 
190 rif ih Street I:ast 
St Paul. MN 55101-1638 

Knviionmeninl Priiieclion Ai>cncv 
freiiioiin! nlfice): 
U S Rnvironmcni.ll Protection Agency 
Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd 
Chicago, 1L6060'!-3S90 

N:uiun:il Oceanic & Alino^nhenc Ailinin.-
National Geodetic Survey 
13IS East-West Highway 
Silver Springs. MD 20910-3282 

Cilv Plannci. 
Ms Jcancuc Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Beltrami, MN 
PO Box 6 
Beltrami, MNS6517 

Cnuiilv Cuniniissioiici.s* 
Polk Couniy Commissioners 
612 Noiih Bioadway 
Crookston, MN 56716 

Nniinnnl I'liik .Service: 
National Park Service 
Mr. William D Shaddox 
Chief, Land Resources Division 
m 9 C Street, N W , f;MS3540 
Washmglon, DC 20240 

Ke: STB Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No 6X ) , Minnesota Nor thern Rai lroad. Inc. -

Abandonment Exempt ro/7 ~ in Polk County. M N 

mailto:mcfarland@aol.com
http://Rnvironmcni.ll


T H O M A S Jr. M C I V V R L A N O 

August 6, 2013 
Page 2 

Dear Agency or Governmental Representative 

On or about August 30 2013. Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc (N'fNN) miends lo file a 
Peiiiion for Exemption lor abandonmcni of a portion of iis Ada Subdivision between Mileposi 
66.8 noiih of Beltrami and end of track at Milepost 64 0, a distance of 2 8 miles in Polk County. 
Minnesota. 

Attached is an Enviionmcntal and l-Iisionc Repoit dcsciibing the pioposed action and any 
expected environment and historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area. 

This Repoil is being provided so that you may review the mfoimaiion that will form the 
basis for the STB's independent enviionmcnial analysis of this proceeding If any of the 
mfoimaiion is misleading or incoiieci, if you believe that peiiineni informaiion is missing, or if 
you have any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please coniaci the 
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W , 
Washington, DC 20123, 202-565-6211 and lefer to the above DockciNo AB-497 (Sub-No 6X) 
Because the applicable statutes and legulaiions impose stringent deadlines for pioccssing this 
action, your written comments lo SEA (with a copy to oui lepresenlative) would be appreciated 
wiihin 3 weeks. 

Youi commenis will be consideied by the Board in evaluating the enviionmenial and 
historic preset vaiion impacts of ihe contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning 
this proposal, please contact our represenialive directly Our icprcscntaiive in this matter is 
Thomas F .McFarland, ThoiTias F. McFarland, P C , 208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890, 
Chicago. IL 60604-1112, (312) 236-0204. 

Veiy truly yours, 

Thomas F McFarland 

rMcl-:kl.viK. U600\lii-dehr 
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Pennoner 

THOMAS F McFARLAND 
TH0N4AS F. McFARLAND, P.C. 
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890 
Chicago, IL 60604-1112 
(312)236-0204 

A ttornev for Petitioner 

Date Submitted' August 6, 2013 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC ~ ) 
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~ ) " DOCKET No 
IN POLK COUNTY, MN ) AB-497 (Sub-No 6X) 

DRArr ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

Pursuani to 49 C.F R. § 1105.7 and 1105.8, MINNESOTA NORTHERN 

RAILROAD, INC., (MNN) hereby files this Draft Environmental and Historic Report. 

I. Environmental Report 

MNN hereby submits the following information required by 49 C.F R § 
1105.7(e): 

(I) Proposed action and alternatives. Describe ihe proposed action, 
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail 
line and other structures thai may he mvolyed, and any possible changes in 
current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable 
alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 

The proposed action is a Petition under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(a) and 49 C F. R. § 

1152.60 for an exemption from 49 U.S C. §§ 10903 and 10904 that would permit MNN 

10 abandon its common carrier rights and obligations in regard to a portion of its Ada 

Subdivision rati line between Milepost No 66.8 north of Beltrami and Milepost 64.0 (end 

of track) at or near Beltrami, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk County, MN ("the Rail 

Line"). The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a map that is attached to this Report as 

Appendix 1. The rail line that is shaded in pmk on Appendix 1 is a fomicr portion of the 



Ada Subdivision between Beltrami and Ada, MN that was abandoned and removed in 

2007. 

By virtue of49 CF.R. § 1105.6(b)(2) and 49 C F R. § 1105.8(a), MNN is 

required to file this Environmenlal and Historic Report. However, the proposed 

abandonment will not have an environmental or historic effecl because if an exemption 

authorizing abandonment were to be issued, the track matenals m the Rail Line would 

not be removed Instead, Ihe Rail Luie would be conveyed lo West Central Ag Services 

(WCAS), who is the sole .shipper on the Rail Line. WCAS requires control of the Rail 

Line in conjunction with us growing rail-related operations. WCAS would contmue to 

operate ihe Rail Lme as a private industry track. Thus, rail scr\'icc will continue to be 

provided over the Rail Line regardless of whether the Petition for Exemption is granted 

Abandonment of the Rail Line under those cu'cumstanccs would have no environmenlal 

or historic effect. There are no reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. A map 

showing the Rail Line shaded in yellow is attached as Appendix 1. 

(2) Transportation system. Describe the effects of the proposed action on 
regional or local transportation .systems and patterns Estimate the amount of 
traffic (passenger or freight) that mil be diverted to other transportation sy.\tems 
or modes as a result of the proposed action 

The proposed exemption will have no cfTcct on regional or local transportation 

systems and patterns. In the event of abandonment, rail iraHic of WCAS would coniinue 

to be transported by rail over the Rail Line. There would be no diversion of rail traffic lo 

other modes 

(3) Land use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning 
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such 
agencies, state whether the proposed action is consi.sient with existing land use 
plans. Describe any inconsistencies 



The proposed exemption will not be inconsistent with local or regional land use 

plans. Rail traffic would continue to be transported over the Rail Line m ihe event of 

abandonment. In accordance with the requirements of this regulation, MNĤI has 

consullcd by letter with the planning agencies of the City of Beltrami, MN and Polk 

Couniy, MN. See letter attached as Appendix 2. 

(3) (li) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conser\>ation Service, state 
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

The proposed exemption would not have any effect on prime agricultural land. 

Rail operations would continue over the Rail Line Therefore, abandonment of the Rail 

Line would not have any effecl on prime agricultural land. In accordance with this 

regulation, MNN has consulted by letter wilh the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, formerly known as the U.S Soil Conservation Service (Appendix 2 hereto). 

Any response will be fiimishcd to the Board^s environmental section. 

(3) (ill) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal 
zone, include the coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105.9. 

The proposed exemption does not affect land or waler uses in a designated coaslal 

zone. 

(3) (iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the 
right-of-wxiy is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S C 10906 and 
explain why 

The right-of-way would not be suitable for alternative public use because it would 

continue to be used as an industry track in the event of abandonment 

(4) Energy, (t) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of 
energy resources 

The proposed exemption will have no effect on transportation of energy 

resources 



(4) (li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities 

The proposed exemption will have no effect on recyclable commodities. 

(4) (ill) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or 
decrease in o\'erall energy ejficiency and explain why. 

The proposed exemption will have no effect on overall energy efHciency. 

(4) (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor 
carriage of more than. (A) 1.000 rad carloads a year, or (B) An average of 50 
rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the 
resulting net change m energy consumption and show data and methodology used 
to arrive at the Jigure given To minimize the production of repetitive data, the 
information on overall eneigy efficiency in Sec 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be 
supplied if the more detailed information in Sec 1105.7(e)(4)(iy) is required 

Not applicable 

(5) Air. (i) If the pmposed action will result in either. (A) An increase m rail 
traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gro.ss ton.s miles annually) or an 
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the 
proposal, or (B) An increase in railyiard activity of at least 100 percent 
(measured by car load activity), or (C) An average incivasc in truck traffic of 
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any 
affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a 
proposal under 49 U.S.C I090I (or 10505) to constiitct a new line or reinstitute 
sen'icc o îer a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in 
subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply 

Not applicable 

(5) (li) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under 
the Clean Air Act. and will resuh m either: (A) An increase m rail traffic of at 
lca.st 50 percent (measured in gross tons miles annually) or an increase of at least 
three trains a day on any segment of the rail line. (B) An increase in rail yard 
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity) or (C) An average 
increase in truck traffic of mom than 10 per cent of the average daily traffic of 50 
vehicles a day on a given mad segment, then .state whether any expected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State 
Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 USC I090I 
(or 49 U.S.C. 10505). or a case involving the reimtiiution of sen'ice over a 
pre\ iously abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall 
applv. 

Not applicable 



(5) (iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide 
andfreon) is contemplated, identify the materials and quantity, the frequency of 
service, safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety 
record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and spills, contingency 
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release of 
ozone depleting materials tn the e\'ent of a collision or derailment. 

Not applicable 

(6) Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are 
surpassed, state wiiether the proposed action will cause (i) An incremental 
increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more. 

Not applicable 

(6) (ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so. 
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, 
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the 
noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed 

Not applicable 

(7) Safety, (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and 
safety (including \ elude delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

The proposed exemption will have no effect on public health and safety. 

(7) (ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the 
materials and quantity, the frequency of sen'ice. wiiether chemicals are being 
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safely 
practices (including any speed restrictions): the applicant's safety record (to the 
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency 
plans to deal with accidental .spills, and the likelihood of an accident release of 
hazardous materials. 

Noi applicable 

(7) (iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there 
have been knowv hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way. identify 
the location of those .sites and types of hazardous materials involved. 

Not applicable 



(8) Biological resources (i) Based on consultation with the U.S Fish and 
Wildlife Sen'ice. stale whether the proposed action is likely to adyiersely affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if 
so. describe the effects. 

The proposed exemption would not adversely affect endangered or threatened 

species or areas designated as cntical habitat In accordance with this regulation, MNN 

has consullcd by letter wilh the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Appendix 2) 

(8) (ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks 
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects 

The proposed exemption would not affect wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, nor 

National or state parks or forests. 

(9) Water, (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal. State or local 
water quality .standards. Describe any inconsistencies 

The proposed exemption will be consistent with applicable Federal, Stale or local 

water quality standards. In accordance with ihis regulation, MNN lias consulled by letter 

with Minnesota water quality officials (Appendix 2). Any response will be ftimished to 

the Board's environmental section. 

(9) (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state 
wiiether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.SC. 1344) are 
required for the proposed action and whether designated wetlands or 100-year 
ffoodplains will he affected. Describe the effects 

Permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act arc not required for the 

proposed exemption. The proposed exemption will not affect any designated wetlands or 

100-year Hood plains In accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter 

with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Appendix 2). Any response will be furnished to 

the Board^s environmental section. 



(9) (ill) State wiiether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
US.C 1342) are required for the pivposed action. (Applicants should contact 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection 
or equivalent agency ifihey are unsure whether such permits are required.) 

Permits under seclion 402 of the Clean Water Act arc not required for the 

proposed exemption. In accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter 

with the U S. Environmenlal Protection Agency (Appendix 2). Any response will be 

furnished to the Board's environmental section. 

(10) Proposed Mitigation Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is 
appropriate. 

Not applicable 

II. Historic Report 

MNN hereby submits the following information required by 49 CF.R. § 

1105.8(d): 

(1) A US G.S. topoginphic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and 
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other .structures in the vicinity of the 
proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations 
and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older 
are part of the proposed action. 

The required topographic map is aitachcd lo this Report as Appendix 3. 

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widtlus. to 
the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of 
the surrounding area. 

The right-of-way to be abandoned is generally 100 feet wide, except thai it is 

generally 50 feet wide through town sues, and is 2.8 miles long. It extends generally 

through rural, slightly rolling terrain. 



(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) 
of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediately surrounding area; 

Attached lo this Report as Appendix 4 arc photographs of the bridges on the Rail 

Line. 

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s). and the date(s) and extent 
of any major alterations, to the extent such information is known. 

Not known, except thai the bridges are thought to be more than 50 years old. 

(5) A brief narrative stoiy of earner operations in the area, and an 
explanation of what, if any. changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed 
action: 

The Rail Line was originally a part of a line of the Great Northern Railway 

between ihc Canadian border near Noyes, MN and Minneapolis, MN. The Rail Line 

came under the ownership of BNSF Railway Company through a scries of mergers. It 

was acquired by MNN in 1997. 

(6) A brief summary of documents m the carrier's possession, such as 
engineering drawings, that might he useful in documenting a structure that is 
found to be historic 

No such documents are in MNN*s possession 

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) as to wiiether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and wiiether there is a 
likelihood of archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic 
properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any 
consultations with the State Historic presen'atiou Office, local historical societies 
or universities). 

It is MNN's opinion that the bridges on the Rail Line do not meet the criteria for 

listing on the National Register of Historical Places, and that there is no likelihood of 

archeological resources or any other previously unknown histonc properties in the 

project area. In accordance with this regulation, MNN has consulted by letter with 



the Minnesota Historic Prcscr\'aiion Office (Appendix 2) Any response will be 

furnished to the Board's environmental section. 

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, 
environmenlal conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the 
archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence 
of toxic wastes), and the .surrounding terrain. 

MNi\ has no knowledge of any prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or 

environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of resources and 

the surrounding terrain. 

Respectfully submuted. 

MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC. 
P O Box 705 
Crookston, MN 56716 

Petitioner 

THOMAS F. McFARLAND 
THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C. 
208 South LaSalle Street, Suue 1890 
Chicago, IL 60604-1112 
(312)236-0204 

A ttornev for Petitioner 

Dated Submitted- August 6,2013 



APPENDIX 1 
TOPOI map pilnted on 12/23/04 from "UntJtted.tpo" 

97O06.000'W ^ ' • 5 4 . 0 0 0 ' W 96<'42 CXJO'VV S^^SO.OOO'W > 6 " i a O 0 0 ' W ge^Oe.OOO" W V/GS84 95='45-000'w 

- ! i i l ^ --"^ fj't* 

. . » » . ' 

•Timr-

? ? * * * • J 

'EH»1 OTBIIW Fwla •'W » •« 

e»w(dMn 

,Ht.tl¥H.-l 

' I 'Hwnof 

^ T ~ " r 

I , 'I / I •" \ '^ '"T™' ' ', 

t**-^ : : ^^ i ^ f REb^ I 4 A V < . « 

4n«ltn> 

... . ̂ y - - -^ - --:„*- / -W—-

EUr«4, 

i i « : ••••'• 

I 

—^-afi j i j i - ' ^ t . ' * * " V . 

O'ltorm* 

' f in«e l l ~ j • 

" ^ ^ ^ • O i v • K 
^S9t6ii ' ~ 'x^vpdiue 

.tst 

I , 

' '••'IT -• • 

6 t 

, •!**. \\.AI»J _• , . • ^ ^ 

t 

<4ft r i m l i i ""^jtanwr 

, < 1 I 

\ H Q} h M A ! N 1 j 1 ) r u 
^ < y ^ i — • • ' I ; : — — [- i^^^EfeS^ 
t ?• ^ •̂^ _... _ . . . . . . . '"^-V' : 

;^• * i ' . -

• S . ' i I T»inv*iiw- •• -4- , ^ I : 11 ' ' \ ^ -j . 

1 4 2 - - - * * W « r , . . 

•'^^i/' 

\ 
I \ 

- ' - ' A T t a U 

* . B y t w l t . . \ \ . ', 

ta-j—— " ' • < ' in— J 

l < 2 ' 

141 

\ d O 

/-" 

p-^-i fisa^- ^ 1 Aiwnil!! 

• ^ 

.K. 
' ^ ^ ^ 

I-AMTJ^I 

. . . ., 1 ' ^ " ' ' I / L TMl|JWCt!fl ^ 

I4C 

L_: •• I - r -
^ j4* .^r», i . 

<^TH|gTftNt 
Il il<clH>eM " 

TW*(CH 

97«06.000' W 96<'54.000' W 96*42.000' W 96*30,000' W ^S^IS-OOO' W 96»06.000' W WGS84 95*45.000' W 
I $ 10 15 30 ^wiki 

! 10 IS 30 2) n 33 flkK 
Mif nailiil ii ill. T in t l i l T im i IlilMaHTwiiiifilTr fTnr iiWiniljumniMnmMftiipn) 





THOMAS F MCFARI^ND 

LAW OFFICE 

THOMAS E MCFARLAND, EC. 
208 SOUTH L A S A L L Q STREBT - SU ITE 1890 

CincAGO, I L L I N O I S 60604-1112 
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204 

FAX (312) 201-9695 
mcfarland@aol.com 

August 2, 2013 

Nnliinil Kcsourccs CoiiscrviUioii Service: 
375 Jflckson Sireci, Room 600 
Si. Pnul.MNSSI01-l8S4 

Mmiiesoin IliMorical I'rtf&erviUion Office: 
Minnesota llisiorical Society 
3A5 Kellogg I3lvd West 
Si Piiul.MN 55102-1906 

tJS l-'ish Jfc WildUre Service - Keiiicin 3. 
One Federal Drive 
BMW federal Building 
Fort Snelling 
Twin Ciiies. MN 55111 

Minnesolii SlulcClciiiun'housc 
c/o Minnesota Departmeni orAdininisiiaiioii 
200 Adminisiruiion Building 
SO Sherburne Avenue 
Si I'DUl, MNSSISS 

Minncoi i i I'olluiion Cunirul Attt-ncy: 
520 Larayeiic Road 
St Paul,MN55155-ril9'l 

Miiiiiesolii DeiwiiinenI ofTninsnnii iuinn: 
Transportation Building 
395 John Ireland Blvd. 
Si Paul. MN 55155 

US Ariiiv CoriJS uf Eiitfineers: 
190 Fifih Street Easi 
Si Paul, MN 55101-1638 

US Enviionnieniiil Pioleciinn Aaeiicv 
Reiiiun 5. 
77 West Jackson Blvd 
Chicago, IL 6060^-3390 

NiHloiiiil Oceiiiiic A AtiiiQanhf I ic Adiniii 
Nalional Geodetic Survey 
1315 liBsi-Wesi Highway 
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282 

M i . Ji'iinelle Larson 
CiiyClcik 
Guy or Beltrami 
PO Box6 
Beltrami, MN 56517 

Cnuniy Coniiiiis&ionei&' 
(for Couniy Planners) 
Polk Couniy 
612 North Broadway 
Crookston, MN 56716 

•Ml. Williiim I).Shaddox: 
Nalional Park Service, Land Resources Dir. 
1849 CSireei,NW.ff MS 3540 
Washingion. DC 202'I0 

Re Surface Tianspoi ta l ion Boaid Dockel No . A B - 497 (Sub-No. 6X ) 

Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc • - Abandonnieni 

Exempt ion - - in Polk County, M N 

Dear Agency or Governmental Represenialive 

mailto:mcfarland@aol.com


T H O M A S H M C B \ R L A N D 

August 2, 2013 
Page 2 

Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc (MNTN) plans to file a Petition with the Surface 

Transponation Boaid (STB) in the near future for an exempiion permitting abandonment 

of a ponion of us Ada Subdivision between mileposl No 66.8 norih of Beltrami and 

milepost No 64 0 (end of track) at or near Beltrami, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk 

County. Minnesota ("the Rail Line*') The Rail Line is shaded in yellow on a map thai is 

attached to this letter as Appendix 1. 

Although MNN is filing ihis Environmenlal and 1-lisloiic Repoit as required by 

law. abandonment of this 2.8-mile rail line at and near Beltrami, Polk County, MN will 

have no enviionmenial or historic effect because the rail and Hack maieiials in the rail 

line will not be removed in the event of abandonment Insiead, if abandonment were to 

be appioved. the sole shipper ser\'ed by ihe tail line, West Central Ag Services (WCAS). 

will acquire the lail line as a private indusirial track, and rail service will continue to be 

piovidcd over the rail line by WCAS, or by MNN pursuani to a contract with WCAS 

Puisuant 10 STB regulations at 49 C F R 1105 7, this leiicr is to request youi 

assisiance in identifying potential enviionmenial and historic effects of ihe proposed 

abandonmcni. MNN docs noi uniicipaie any advei'se enviionmenial oi hisioiic impacts, 

however, if you identify any such ndvcise impacts, please describe any aciion that could 

be taken lo miiigate such advei'se impacts Please provide a written response to this letter 

so that II can be included in a Drail Enviionmenial and l-lisioric Rcpoii that MNN will 

prepare and (lie with the S'f B 



T H O M A S F M C E A R L A N D 

Augusi2, 2013 
Page 3 

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Please stale whcihcr the 

pioposed abandonment would be consistent wnh existing land-use plans. Describe any 

inconsistencies 

US SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE Please state the effecl of the pioposed 

abandonment on any prune agiiculiural land. 

US 1-lSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE Please state (1) whether the proposed 

abandonmcni is likely to adversely affect endangered or ihreatened species or aieas 

designated as a critical habiiai and. if so, plca.sc describe such effects; and (2) whether 

wildlife sanctuaries or icfuges. Nalional or State parks oi forests will be affected and, if 

so, please describe .such errccis 

STATE WATER DUALITY OFFICIALS Please state whether the pioposed 

abandonment would be consistent with applicable Fedeial, Slaie or Local water quality 

standards. Please dcsciibe any inconsistencies 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS Please siaic (1) whether peimits under 

Section '104 of the Clean Watei Act (33 U.S C. 13'Ul) are required for the proposed 

abandonment, MK\ (2) wheihei any designated wetlands oi 100-ycai flood plains would 

be affected by the proposed abandonment. Please describe any such elTecis 



T H O M A S F M C I ^ R L A N D 

August 2, 2013 
Page 4 

US AND STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCIES fOR 

EQUIVALENT AGENCY! Please (1) identify any potential advcisc enviionmenial 

effects of the proposed abandonment on the suriounding area, and (2) idcniify the 

location of any known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way of the Rail Line, 

and list ihe types of hazardous maicrials involved, and (3) state wheihei pemiiis undei 

Section 402 of the Clean Water Aci (33 U S C 1342) are required for the proposed 

abnndonmeni 

S'fA'fE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION OFFICE. Please identify any known 

bridges and/or oihcr structures located on the Rail Line ihai aie 50 years old or older, and 

which are hisioiically significant. Please state wheihei the proposed abandonment would 

have an adveise effect on such bridges and /or siruciures and, if so, please describe 

efforts that can be taken duiing removal of the tracks m the Rail Line to mitigate any 

such adveise effects 

Please send your reply to me as MNN's attorney to* Thomas F McFarland. 208 

South LaSalle Sireei, suite 1890, Chicago, IL 60604 You may reach mc by telephone ai 

(312) 236-0204 if you have an) questions oi need finthci mfoimaiion MNN appreciates 

your assistance in furnishing a reply to this letter. 

Sinceiely 

Thomas F. McFailand 
Attorney for Minnesota 
Northern Railroad, hic 

1600 

cc Mr. Lee Lauii 
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Verified Petition for Exemption 

Appendix 3-A 

(Responses to DEHR) 



/A \ y m Minnesota 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

Historical bOCieCy PPESERViNG>SHAniNG>C0NNECT1NG 

î eCEIVED 

August 30. 2013 rSEP 0 5 2013 

McFARLr:: J , P.C. 

Mr Thomas F McFarland, P C 
208 South LaSalle Street. Suite 1890 
Chicago. IL 60604-1112 

Re Minnesota Northern Railroad to abandon a 2.8 mile section of its Ada Subdivision 
rail line between milepost No. 66 8 and milepost No 64 0 near Beltrami 
Polk County, MN 
MNSHPO No. 2013-2734 

Dear Mr McFarland 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above project. It is being reviewed pursuant to the 
responslbilllles given the State Histonc Preservation Officer by the National Historic Presen/ation Act 
of 1966 and implementing federal regulations at 36CFR800 

This railroad, histoncally known as the St Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway (Great Northern), 
has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Histonc Places We have 
reviewed the submitted matenal regarding the proposed abandonment and subsequent acquisition 
of this segment of rail line and have detemiined that the proposed project will have no adverse 
effect on histonc properties This detenTiination is based on the fact that the rails and tracks will not 
be removed and that rail service will continue along this segment of rail line 

If you have any questions regarding our above comments, please contact Kelly Gragg-Johnson at 
(651)259-3455 

Sincerely, 

CXX^J^^OJLOL:=\•^^*^^'-Ci) 

Barbara Howard, Deputy State Histonc Presentation Officer 
Minnesota State Histonc Presen/atlon Office 

Minnesota Historical Society. 345 Kellogg Boulevard WBst. Saint Paul. Minnesota S5'02 
651-259-3000 • 868-727-8386 • wwwmnhsArg 



Re: NGS Response, STB Docket . Page 1 01*2 

From* Dave Zenk - NOAA Federal <dave zenk@noaa.gov> 
To. Barlce. John (DOT) (DOT) <john bari(e@8tate mn us> 
Cc: mcfariand <mcfariand@aol.com>, Surface Transportation Board <sea@slb dot.gov>, Lucy Hall <Lucy Hall@noaa gov>. 

ObwQCha, Benard (DOT) (DOT) <benard.ot»vocha@state mn.us>; Simon Monroe - NOAA Federal 
<simon monroe@noaa.gov> 

Subject: Re: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-4g7 (SUB NO. 006X) 
Date: Tue. Aug 20,2013 4 OS pm 

John, 

NGS informs me that a stretch of railroad will be abandoned along MN TH 9 m POLK County from around Beltrami to 
the south county line I do not know exact limits of the abandonment 

The railroad parallels the highway from Greenview to Lockhart 

Thanks 
Dave Zenk 

On Tue, Aug 20, 2013 at 3 19 PM, Simon Monroe <simon.monroe@noaa gov> wrote 

Thank you for shanng your railroad abandonment environmental report for 

BELTRAMI, Polk County, MINNESOTA 

Approximately 03 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area 
described These marks may or may not be disturbed 

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment. [THE RAILROAD] shall 

consult with the National Geodetic Sun/ey (NGS) at least 90 days pnor to 

beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic 
station 

marks are descnbed on the attached file Additional advice is provided 
at 

http://geodesy.noaa gov/marks/railroads/ 

i — I 1 - - I 1 1 1 — 1 - 1 

I |SL0260|0 1|88/ADJUSTED|N473142 10821|WDg63155 93397|C. |G1V 316 RESET 

|. |SL1205|. 1|88/ADJUSTED|N472956 33 |W0g63213 14 .|C |G|5408 P 

I ISL12041 1|88/ADJUSTED|N472954.40.|W0963212.47.|B |G|Z 377 

httD7/mail.aol.eom/37966-211 /aol-6/cn-us/mail/PrintMessime.asDX 8/20/2013 

mailto:zenk@noaa.gov
mailto:mcfariand@aol.com
mailto:monroe@noaa.gov
http://geodesy.noaa


Re: NGS Response, STB Docket... Page 2 o r2 

Dave Zenk PE, LS 
Geodetic Unit, 8th Floor 
395 John Ireland Blvd, MS641 
St Paul, MN 55155 

651-366-3523 ofHce 
651-366-3444 fax 
612-414-9522 cellular 

dave zenk@state mn us (state business) 
dave Zenk@noaa.gov (federal business) I 
zenkx002@umn.edu (personal business) 

I 
I 

htip7/mail aol com/37966-21 l/aol-6/en-us/mail/PrintMessage.aspx 8/20/2013 

mailto:Zenk@noaa.gov
mailto:zenkx002@umn.edu


NGS Response, STB Docket AB-... Page 1 of I 

From. Simon Monroe <simon.monroe@noaa gov> 
To: mcfariand <mcfariand@aol Gom> 
Cc: Surface Transportation Board <sea@stb.dot.gov>; dave.zenk <dave 2enk@noaa gov>; Lucy Hall 

<Lucy Hall@noaa gov>; Simon Monroe <Simon Monroe@noaa.gov> 
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-497 (SUB NO 006X) 

Date: Tue, Aug 20.2013 3:19 pm 

T.iank you Cor s h a r i n g your r a i l r o a d abandonmeni. e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e p o r t fo r 

MLLTRAHi, t>olk County, MlNNESd'A 

ApproximaLely 03 geodeLlc s u r v e y marks may be l o c a t e d i n uhc a r e a 
d e s c r i b e d . These marks may o r may not be d i s t u r b e d . 

I I marks w i l l be d i s t u r b e d by ..he abandonment, [THR RAILROAD] s h a l l 

c o n s u l t wi th t h e N a t i o n a l C e o d o t i c Survey (NGS) a t l e a s t 90 days p r i o r t o 

b e g i n n i n g s a l v a g e a c t i v i t i e s t h a t w i l l d i s t u r b , o r d e s t r o y any g e o d e t i c 
s t a t i o n 

marks a r c dG.scnbcd on t h o a t t a c h e d t i l e . A d d i t i o n a l a d v i c e i s p r o v i d e d 
a t 

http•//geodesy.noaa.gov/ma rks/ra11roads/ 

I 1 1_ 
- 1 — — I I 1 l-l 
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http7/mail.aol.com/37966-211/aol-6/en-us/mail/PriniMessage«spx 8/20/2013 
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RccavcO 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

ST PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

IWcFARUNO. P.C. 

180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700 AUG f 9 2013 
ST PAULMN 55101-1678 

August 13.2013 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Prognims and Project Management Division 
Project Management Brunch (PM-B) 

SUBJECT Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 6X) - Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc 
Abandonment IZxempiion in Polk Couniy, Minnesota 

Mr. Thomas F. McFarland, P C 
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890 
Chicago, Illinois 60604-1112 

Dear Mr. McFarland: 

We are replying to your August 6. 2013, letter requesting comments for the Minnesota 
Northern Railroad, Inc. Petition for B.xeinption for abandonmeni ofa ponion ofthc Ada 
Subdivision between mileposl 66 8 north of Beltrami and end olMrack at mileposl 64.0 in Polk 
County, Minnesota. 

The potential abandonment, us outlined in the Dnifi Gnvironmentnl and l-listorie Report, will not 
alTcct any e.xisting Corps of Engineers projects or real estate wiihin the Saint Paul District Civil 
Works boundaries. We do not nntieip;ite future impacts to any Corps of Engineers projects or 
real estate wiihin the Dislrici's Civil Works boundaries. However, the city of Ada and the Wild 
Rice Watershed District are jointly constructing a non-Federal levee project ai Ada. Minnesota 
It is recommended thai Minnesota Northern Railroad. Inc. coordinate with Kevin Ruud ofthc 
Wild Riee Watershed District to ensure the abandonment will noi impuci that project Mr. Ruud 
can be reached by telephone at (218) 784-5501 or by mail at: ATIN- Kevin Ruud. Administrator 
Wild Riee Watershed District, 11 Fifth Avenue East, Ada, Minnesota 56510. 

-The proposed project is located wiihin the Saint Paul Districfs Regulatory jurisdiction. 
Any dredge or fill material deposited in waters ofthc United States (including wetlands, streams, 
etc.) requii-es a CWA 404 permit. The plan as submitted calls for ihc decommissioning ofa 
bridge in the abandonment location and any material placed or falling into the stream from this 
aspect of the plan would require a permit. You should coordinate with Mr. Jeff Olson of ihc 
Saint Paul Regulatory Ofllce concerning permitting questions Mr. Olson can be reached by 
telephone at (651) 290-5311 or by mail ai: ATTN.CEM VP-OP-R/Jefl*Olson, Sainl Paul 
Regulatory Ofdce, Sainl Paul District, Army Corps of Engineers, 180 East FiHh Street. Suite 
700, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 



A copy ofthis letter has been furnished to Mr. Ruud of the Wild Rice Watershed District. 
Plea.se note that this letter does not eliminate the need for Slate, local, or other uuthori/^itions, 
such as those ofthc Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Sincerely, 

^seph l-l. Mo.se 
Chief, Project Management Branch (PM-B) 

http://Plea.se
http://Mo.se
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From: Horton, Andrew <andrew_horton@fws.gov> 
To: mcfariand <mcfaiiand@aol com> 

Subject: RE. Minnesota Northern Railroad Aliandonment Exemption 
Date: Fri. Sep 13. 2013 12 55 pm 

I have reviewed the proposed rail abandonment located in Polk County, Minnesota and was received in our office on 
August 20.2013. Dakota skipper {Hespena dacotae) and Poweshiek skipperling [Oansma poweshteki are located in Polk 
County, however, our records indicate there are no federally listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed 
critical habitat within the action area of the proposed project If project plans change, additional infomfiation on listed or 
proposed species becomes available, or new species are listed that may be affected by the project, consultation should be 
reinitiated. This concludes our technical assistance review of the proposed construction at the above location. If you have 
any further endangered species questions, please contact me at (612) 725-3548 x2208. 

Andrew Horton 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Twin Cities ES Field Office 
4101 Amencan Blvd East 
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665 
(612) 725-3548 ext. 2208 

hi tp: / /niui l .aol .com/38041-l I l /aol-6/cn-us/niai l /PrintMcssage aspx 9/13/201: 

mailto:andrew_horton@fws.gov
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APPENDIX 4 

DRAFT FlLDlill^VL REGISTER NOTICE PER 49 CF.R. § 1152.ri0(c) 

STB No. AIJ-497 (Sub-No. 6X), Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. -
Abandonment Exemption — in Polk County^ M N 

Notice of Vcrincd Petition fur E.\cinption to Abiinduii Riiil Scnicc 

On October 18, 2013, MINNESOTA NORTHERN RAILROAD, INC. (MNN), filed with 
the Suiface Pransporiation Board, Washington, DC, a Petition for E.\empiion from 49 U.S.C. 
10903 for abandonment of rail service ofa portion of the Ada Subdivision of MNN between 
Milepost No. 66 8 norih of Beltrami and Mileposl 64.0 (end of track) at or near Beltrami, which 
iraverses through Uniied Slates Postal Service Zip Code 56317, a distance of 2.8 miles in Polk 
Couniy, Minnesota 

The rail line contains federally granted lights-of-way Any documentation in the 
railroad's possession will be made available promptly to Ihose requesting it. 

The interest of railroad employees would be protecied by imposition of conditions to 
approval of abandonment imposed in Oregon Short Line R Co. - Abandonment - Goshen^ 360 
l.C.C. 91 (1979) 

Any olTer of llnanciul ussisiance will be due no latei ihun 10 days after service ofa 
decision gianting the petition for exemption. 

All interested persons should be aware ihai following abandonment of mil service and 
balvage ofthc line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim irail use 

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking will be 
due no later than 20 days alter notice of the filing ofthc petition for exemption is published in 
the Federal Re^istei 

Persons seeking further information conccining abandonment piocedurcs may contact the 
Suiface Transportation Boaid or refei to the full ubandonment or discontinuance regulations at 
49 C F R pan 1152. Questions concerning environmental issues may be directed to the Board's 
Section of Envu-onmental Analysis. 

An enviionmenial asscssmeni (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), i f 
necessary') prepared by ihe Section of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of 
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during us pieparaiion. Any other 
persons who would like lo obtain a copy ofthc EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of 
Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings normally will be made 
available within 60 days of the filing of the petition The deadline for submission of comments 
on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its ser\'ice 
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Affidavit ol PnbUcatiini—Crookfltoa DaDy Times, Cnmluton, Minn. 

NOTICE o r II«nTNTTO ABANDO.V 
KAII. LINi: 

MINNISOTA NOin hICRN RAII^ 
ROAD, INC (MNN) givis nollo! that un 
or dbiiul August 30,2013/ it intciuls tn (ite 
Willi tlitr Siirfuctt Tronsportiition Boanl, 
Wishingion; DC 20123,» rk'tiiion for fix-
tiinption fiDin the roqulKinciiu «f 49 . 
US.C § 10903 for abandonment of a pur- \ 
uon (if its Ada SUIXIIVISIDII h'lwiwii Milv-
pust 66 B niKth 01 Ddinml and end of truck 
nl Milepost frl 0, a disiancc of U mllis, in 
Tolk County. Miniwsnta f ihc Kiiil L iw") 
Thu Kail Line iravuiws thnni]{ir United 
Stati'a Pmi.ll Zip Ciide 56517 In Ptdk 
Couniy, Minnesota nic pnirpeiliiiR liaii 
bci-n'Jockeieil . isSll l I^Kket No AIM97 
^ b - N n fiX). 

'rhe BiMrd's Section 'of I nvinminenlAl , 
Analysn ^ r A ) wil l generally prepare an j 
Hnvinmnicntjl Assussinent (I^A),' which ' 

J wiUnomiall} bcBvnlIiibh!S(iiiyiiufl'>rtl>ti 
filing'of the notic" lor •ituhdonment ux-
eiiiptinn Ciimmeir.s on environmuntal 
and i-ni>r«y inattenshoukl be fili-d no Uvr , 

" l l u n 15 ildjniTirirr'iKe KA'becomes'avall-' 
aUi* to thu public and will he Addn«ed in 
a Bn.»d_dw[flion. Intcnnled penonii may 

I obtain a"cupy of tliv LA or make inquincs 
legjrding cnvlronmpnui mat lm by wni
ing in 5hA. Surface Thiiisporuillon Hoard, 
H'lUhinKtun. DC 2(M23 or by cil l im; SEA at 
202r565 62ll 

I Appniprute ufTcra of financial assistance 
to continue rail service can be f i in i with 
thi> Rodnl RequMlB for environmi'ntiii 
conditions, public use conditions; or rail 
banklng/tniils'ilie also'cjin Iw filed with ' 
lhi> Biiard An orlginnl tind lU copies of ' 

I iinypliSKlingtlutraisraiiuilterBndH-r^ltun 
• environmenlal issues (sucli as traiia'use, 
, public uw^ and offers of finanoal JSSift-

tancu) must h> filed di i i t t ly wilh the 
Bojrd's Oifice ol the bccrrtar^, 1925 K 
Stnvl. N W^ Washmgloa I X TOiO (See 49 
C I K 1104 1(d) ohd l lOl^ i i ) ) , and onu 
copy inuM bcMTVcd on applicant's refqu-' 
scnldlivu (Sn> 49 C TR J_lM_12(d». Qiius-

. lions' regdiding offcn of niuiiu-Lii 
•lASisiann^ public use ur tinilv use may be 
diii-cted to llu. IkMnl'B Otflrv uf Congns-

.sloiul and Public Scnrici-s at 202^-1592. 
Copii>s iif any commenn^or irquests' for 
conditions alinuld bi> served on the appli
cant's rrprcsenlaiive, llicmus I- McI ai-
idiid.l'hnnuiiP MLRirLind,'rC«20K&iudi' 
La!Mlle.btn.-ct, Suite 1890, Chicago, IL 
606O4-II12. 
Aug. 14 , « •, . Iel44 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, 

County of Polk. ) 

. Q P <^CC [ d . . T o r n O t ^ being duly m^om 
on oath aaya that ho now lâ  and duraig all the tunea herein atatod hoa been 
one tit the publiahers and/or prlntera oT the newspaper known as The Crookston 
Dally Times and has full knowledge of the fatns herein stated 

Hurt for more than one jrear Immcdj|ately prior tô  the publication therein of the 

printed - Q j k T l a K ^ i ^ B ^ - P - ^ 1 In- ^< i^J^ -
hereto attached, sold newqiaper was printed and publfdied In the English language 
from hs known office of publlcDtion within Ihe C i ^ of Crookston, in the county of 
Polk, State of Minnesota, five times each week m column and shecrt form equivalent 
In qwce to 450 running inches ol single column two inches wide; has boen isued 
from a known office establldiod in said plaee of publication equipped with Allied 
workmen and the necesary material for prqunng and prlnUng tho same: . .. 

._C_KttQ^iTi.-a.._0«^^n -1-* M - l j A \ i c 5 ^ -

has had In its makeup not leas than twenqr-five per cent of its news columns devoted 
to local news of interest to said conmunilur It puiports to serve, the pren woric of 
which has been done In Its said known office of publication; has contained genenil 
news, commmta, and misccllaney; has not dupllciMed any other publication; has not 
been entirely made up of patents, plate matter and ailveitiaements; has been etr-
eulated at and near its said place of publication to the extent of 240 copies regularly 
debvered to paying sulacribers; has been entered as second class mail matter In the 
local peat office of Ito aald place of publioatlon, that there has been on file in the 
office of the Coun^ Auditor of said county the affidavit of a penon having first 
hand knowledge of the facta constttutmg its qualifieadona as a newspaper for pub
lication of legal notices; and that its publiahere have connpUed with all demands of 
said CouDly Auditor for proofs of its said qualification 

That the printed ^ / . P T ' _ C J G — 

hereto attached as a part hereof was cut from the columni of aaid newspaper; was 

publidied therein bi the Englidi language once eech week for . J _ _ 

succesdve weeks; that it was flrA so publUied on the _ . - t . \ . .day of 
V^^>*y^r^ . 20_.L3: . and thereafter o^s).^JtA-irajL^ f j ^ 

of each week to and Inchidlng the . .L l . . day of. _-J(]L \̂<^ < A . ^ \ - . , ^ . 1^-. ; 
and that the following is a COIQT of the lower case alphab« which is acknowledged 

to have been the size and kind of ^ype used in the publication of aaid... - . . __- . 

W lAj^juA _. . „ 
Bbcdefghljklmnopqrstuuwxyz 

lefghllklmnopqrstuvumyz 

Subseribed and 

7 5pt 
7pt 

^mr. 24:^. j 
Notary Public, Polk County, Minnesota 

Hy conunisBion expires... _ i . . ̂  J . L ^ — . . _ 

JANEUEBREKKEN 
NOTARY PUBLIC • MINNESOTA 

My Commission Expirss Jan 31,2015; 

http://Pmi.ll
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VERTFICATION 

LEE LAUrr, being duly sworn, statu ihat he is Muuger of Adminislntuon of 

Minnesoui Konhem Railroad, Inc.; ihat he h u IcnowJedgc of the Actual assertions set forth tn 

this Venncd Pcliiion of Exempiion; and ihat oil of ibose assertions arc true and correct* 

LEELAiriT 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

COUNTY OpfiatlC ) 

SUBSCRIBED and SW0IU4 to before me 
this day of October K . 2013. 

My Commission expires 

y ^ ^ \ MONIOUE HOLLA^DS 
[launnNOTAR* *MVC • M *'ILS3V 
V S ^ / V V C K T H : - ; ! ; t l .'1 . " 



CKkTIFlCATE OF SKRVICE 

I hereby certify ihai on October 18,2013,1 served ihc foregoing document, Petition For 

Exemption, by first-clnss, U.S. muil, post^igc prepaid, on the following. 

Minnesota Oeparimcni of Trnnsportniion 
Transportation Building 
395 John lielnnd Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

SDDCTEA 
Railroads for National Defense Program 
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Suite 130 
NcwpoitNcws, VA 23606-2574 

National Park Sei-vice 
Recreational Resources Assistance Division 
P.O Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 
4"" Floor NW, Yates BIdg 
14"" Street & Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

U.S Department of Interior 
Nalional Park Service 
Land Resources Division 
800 North Capiiol S i , N.E 
Room 540 
Washington, DC 20002 

Mr. D. Thomas Ross 
Assistant Director 
U.S. Department of Interior (Org code 2220) 
Recreation and Conservation 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

•^.^^rvvAA^ p ^V^cCcMJL(.v*x&i. 

'fhomas F. McFarland 


